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brary of books about military subjects,
such as pistols, rifles, cannons, forts,
castles, armor, catapults and almost
anything that pertains to throwing a
projectile at a foe. The books about
miniature arms are, regrettably,
somewhat few and far between, but
I have managed to get, at least as
far as I know, most of the ones on
the market about miniature arms.
Now a member of our So-
ciety, the Miniature Arms Soci-
ety, Antonio Rincon who lives
in Bogota, Colombia in South
America has written and pub-
lished a book, “Great Arms
in Miniature.” This is an
amazing book about the
work that he has done in
the forty two years that
he has devoted to mak-
ing miniature weaponry.
The entire book is writ-
ten in two columns,
Spanish and English
with one side of
each page devoted
to Spanish and the
other side to English. Photo-
graphs, all in color, are used lavishly
with almost every other page having
one or more on it and they are all
devoted to pieces that Antonio has
made.
I started to count the number of

I have always
been a lover of books and as a
lover of miniature arms, over the
years I have accumulated quite a li-
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photographs in the book but gave up
on the chore after several pages. He
must have over two hundred! He
writes the book in the third person
format, so he never writes “I”, it 1s
always “Antonio Rincon”

The book is divided into six sec-
tions; the first tells the story of the
author, how he got started, about his
mentors, how his interest grew, the
places where he has exhibited. I am
flattered that he mentions an article |
wrote for the Society’s news maga-
zine. The book also mentions that our.
Society’s members, Kennith
Whitchard and Brad Maxwell are cus-
tomers of Antonio’s work. Of course,
he does a little self promotion by in-
cluding quotes from various sources.
One such: “We have not seen any-
thing like this in England,” from an
English reader gives you the idea.

The second section is labeled [ron
Weapons in which he talks about
hand held weapons such as lances,
axes, halberds, partisans,
mancatchers, maces and flails. The
book does not give any indication that
these pieces were the first ones An-
tonio made and then worked up to
more serious, more complex and more
beautiful pieces later on. The book
however, does have photographs of
at least one of each of these models
and detailed close ups of most of
them. I particularly liked the spring
loaded mancatcher that would fasten
around an enemy’s arm or neck and
render him hors de combat!

The third division shows minia-
ture reproductions of siege weapons;
catapults, ballistas, trebuchets and
assault towers, these usually were
heavy duty machines and were very
large engines which were used to
knock down the walls of a castle or
the walls surrounding a city.

The fourth section of the book
talks about cannons of the early
types, these shown were a bombard,

an Italian bombard, a bombard with
palisade, a culverin, a German field
piece, an 18" century field piece,
and an English field cannon, end-
ing with a naval cannon of the
1750s.

After these weapons comes fire-
arms, starting with matchlocks, wheel
locks, flintlocks, duelling weapons,
luxury weapons and percussion weap-
ons. In between these items Antonio
gives fascinating little vignettes, such
as a history of dueling, going back to
its beginning in Roman times, or be-
fore and its decline and end in the
1800’s. One of the little tidbits he re-
lates is the story of the duel between,
and [ quote, “M. de Grandpre and M.
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Le Pique, suitors to Mademoiselle
Tirevit, of the Imperial Opera. Both
were in love with the lady and de-
cided to dispute their love from the
heights. To carry out their eccentric
plan, they had two balloons made.
Each one with his respective second
boarded his balloon and when they
reached a height of 800 feet and a
distance of 65 yards, the order to fire
was given. Each had agreed to only
fire at the balloons, not at each other.
Le Pique missed and Grandpre hit the
target. The loser’s balloon fell to the
ground killing its two occupants.
Grandpre triumphantly reached the
ground to find that the object of his
mfatuation, Madamoiselle Tirevit, had
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completely disappeared.” In spite of
this ridiculous duel, during the 17"
century in one period of ten years in
France, 8000 men were killed in du-
els.

Antonio also talks about his love
affair with the work of master gun
smiths, such as John and Joseph
Manton, Samuel Nock, Nicolas
Boutet, Wogdon and others. All in all
he has made six pairs of dueling pis-
tols in one third and one fourth scale
(as well as many other types of pis-
tols and rifles) To show his attention
for detail and ornamentation, here is
his description of a pair of dueling pis-
tols that he made, patterned after a
pair that Boutet made. Boutet was the
special gun maker for the French
Emperor, Napoleon. “The precision in
the details of these miniatures is ad-
mirable. The total length of each pis-
tol is 5.12 inches. The stocks are made

of maple from the United States and-

along them are beautiful inlays and
engravings with scroll designs as well
as a Greek frieze and the silver
fleurs-de-lis that adorn the butt-plates.
The steel barrels, 3.15 inches long, are
octagonal and ‘swamped’, meaning
that they open out at the mouth. Two
gold rings decorate the mouths and

inlays of gold and silver ornament their
whole length. Diamond shapes, flo-
ral designs and other designs let the
matt blue of the barrels stand out and
contrast with the darkness of the
wood that supports them, making
these pistols special collection pieces.

A wooden case 6.69 inches long,
lined in red leather, guards: the pis-
tols; a canister for o1l to lubricate the
mechanisms; a bullet extractor; two
ramrods; and a mallet to drive the
balls into the barrel, as they were an
exact fit so as to avoid the escape of
gases. Also forming part of the ac-
cessories were: an additional ramrod
for cleaning powder residue from the
bore; a hammer with a cutting edge
to sharpen flints; a silver powder flask
with automatic measuring device and
engraved baroque designs; a screw-
driver decorated in the style of Boutet
with a fleur-de-lis of silver on its Af-
rican ebony handle”.

The last part of his book deals
with ornamentation and in my estima-
tion, this is where Antonio and his
book leave all the rest of miniature
makers in his dust! The outside of his
guns — ooolala! The decoration work
is fantastic. Castings of the faces of
ancient gods, fleur-de-lis, stars, en-

gravings, full figure metal work, any-
thing you can think of in gold, silver,
brass or what have you, are all grist
for Antonio’s fertile imagination. Of
course [ am not privy to all the works
of all the miniature makers, but from
what I have seen of other makers
works, none can come close to
Antonio’s decorative efforts! He is
fantastic!

Our editor, Bob Urso has asked
me if I would review this book while
he was on vacation and he would do
the photographs for this article when
he returned. [ am sure that when you
see what he adds you will agree with
my thinking that the amount of work
Antonio has done and the book he has
written are both facets on miniatures
that are simply amazing. I do not have
any idea as to the price Antonio has
put on this book, I presume it will be
quite high, but if you feel you can af-
ford it, don’t hesitate, just buy it. It is
a book that every serious collector of
miniature firearms must have on his
shelf.

ED. The book is published in Co-
lumbia. You can, however, get more
information by emailing the publisher
at baideas(@hotmail.com
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From Bogota, Colombia,Antonio Rincon presents,

A 1/3 Scale Gold Mounted
Carbine, Boutet Desin

,in Honor of

My Friend Ralph Koebbeman.

This carbine was exhibited in the
NRA show held in saint Louis Mis-
souri, April 13 — 15 2007 and will be
auctioned at Greg Martin Auctions of
New York and San Francisco. It was
totally hand made by Antonio Rincén
using the finest gold, ivory, silver,
ebony, tortoise shell and silk filament
velvet cloth materials.

The over-all-length is 15 inches,
with a 9 inch octagonal hooked-
breech barrel, poly-groove rifled to
approximately .18 caliber, and
stippled to a fine granular ground
along the entire length. It is deco-
rated at the breech with an elaborate
damascened panel of engraved gold-
work depicting panoplies-of-arms,
crossed canons and flags, classical
motifs of Grecian-styled urns usher-
ing forth clouds of incense, and Ma-
sonic symbols of flaming orbs. It is
struck six times with the cartouches
of Nicolas Boutet, Jean Le Clerc, and

BC (unknown), LC B
LC NB BOUTET BC
At the muzzle are two gold
panel-sections connected by an or-
derly array (semée) of 398 five-
pointed gold stars, of one 32 of inch,
and numbered on the right-most flat
between two stars 2/6. The touch-
hole is lined with a large oval panel
of gold. The barrel is finished with a
finely polished steel fore-sight and
blade rear-sight, and has an engraved,
polished-steel breech tang with high-
relief gold-work. The lock-plate is
polished-steel and inscribed: Boutet
a’'Versailles, with high-relief gold-
work depicting sphinx and classical
faces. The pan has gold drapery, and
the lock set a swan-necked cock with
gold high-relief putti carrying a
smoking torch. There is a screw-ad-
justable set-trigger. The gold counter-
plate depicts a medieval boar hunt
with three mounted riders and one

man on foot thrusting boar-spears
into the defeated boar while atten-
dants hold hunting dogs off to the
side. The stock is carved from Zaire,
Ebony with molded borders, foliate
flourishes and intricate scrolls. It is
extensively inlaid with engraved gold
panels. The butt stock has compli-
cated panels depicting a mythologi-
cal bare-breasted sphinx dexter
sejant issuing forth fire and smoke,
and surmounted by a flaming orb,
within a surround of gold-work pan-
els forming delicate scrolls, meander-
ing foliage and decorative embellish-
ments. A gold escutcheon plate at the
wrist is set within a frame of carved
ebony. The pistol-grip is formed as
an elaborate carved ivory female
dragon-form (wyvern or sea-serpent)
beast breathing fire over a scroll
which forms the base for the trigger
guard strap. A cheek-piece carved
with high-relief scrolls is surrounded
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by an intricately carved doughnut-
shaped insert of ebony at its termi-
nus and embellished with finely
carved rope and floral molded bor-
ders. A gilt-silver butt plate is deco-
rated with a Medusa Head, Classical
Armor, Small Dragons and Foliate
motifs, and is struck three times with
silver-maker’s hallmarks. It is set off
by an elaborate brocade of pierced
gold concentric circles. The butt plate
mounting screws are pol-
ished and engraved.

The solid gold trigger
guard, is struck with
maker’s hall marks and
the rear-strap is decorated
with the Medusa Head at
bow, a pair of pseudo-an-
cient Egyptian dogs’
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heads at the juncture of the bow and
strap lead to a figure of the goddess
Diana, who with her bow and hunt-
ing dog completes the trigger guard
fore-strap. The gold fore-end cap is
decorated with a fox with its paw
caught in a trap (after paintings by
Jean-Baptiste Qudry, 1686-1755).
The oval medallion-form held within

an eagle’s upswept wings form the’

frame for that panel.
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Above: Parts shown actual size. At the
bottom of the picture we can see the
powder flask, and set-screw trigger.

Below the lefi side of the Boutet.
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