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Master of the model fire rig

Tom

Showens

by ROBERT MILNES

In the 0% we read of people trave
g 8o fhe hH_jh mouilans ol Tibet,
1o seek oul the Guru and sit a1 his feet o
bearn the secret of He from the perfect
masler

Adver 41 yran Ble has lew seciets [on
g, b | Faa LTEL ] r|.l'||,.||1|,lr| fraem a
pdgrimage 1o the meundaing of nosthem
Californéa, where | sought oul the Guma
of mmeodde] reg budlders Tom Showers
to &bl &t his feet and learn the secrets of
1/32 scale!

Tom is indeed the “perect master™ of
the model fire rig and no palace In Tibet
could bold more Bessures than  the
Shorawry hillside home in Shelter Cove
California

Sheller Cowe = a spectacular six howr
ditve north of San Francisco through
wine couniry, redwoods and mountaing,
and is the lales: instaliment in Tom's kong,
varbed and distinguised career in the fire
seTvice

Tom's inbenest in the fire senvice stan-
ed while growing up in 5an Dhego whaere
he would chase fire engines on his
bicycie

His rarveT A% & r|!||r1r\.-.|r.|1|l|.i ||!..11|!;3'|‘..Jlr
starled i 19491 i Malakole, Hawas,
where he sumdved the Pearl Harbor ai
tack while fighting feres dor 76 hours
shasght, In a stange btwist of ewnhb
|'||.|r|ruj 1k .|r|.|'|.l|n..-|..|.r Air .l|'||.|1'l|_ TI |rr|.|. firsd
model fee engine was destroved when a
bullet from a sirafing fighter plane passed
theough the wall of the fie house and
scoted @ direct hit on his Hm,'!. pRAITgM T

The |!.|'.k'r|‘.ly of |!1|,:||.|.|I|_.| medal Tae
trucks had started as a way 1o pass the
hours In the fise house and the firs
madiels inchading the one destroyed in

'||1|; Fila F e e e ‘I.ur'.'!,: r1u||-|; i Tam's
(et T P4 1-.-.I:||'|l.' ol Plakea wssned
When Tom became Chief of the Makshole
department, his models became training
took and would Lay hose bnes and hoaok
W B Tipas | A Iraints

Adrer tha war. ho u_'n'nhl.'\lrl.'l:'. ey Flass
wondd and the rigs became more detalled
In the mid 6's he starfed to work in
plastic and hs models began 1o get the
detall and Fh-"nh theat turmasd s o |'.-\J-r||'|'_.|
irvtes v el e

Today his woek & almaost entirely of
plastic, with many pars moded of
fibesglass rewdn and mast chrome items
tarmeed o a lathe using aluminum stock

From Malskhols Tom transferred fo
e U S, Arme Alr Com and served as &
freman al Hickam Feld, Surdving a
Lo of mjuried dustained i the line of
iy, B fivished out Uhe wal WWears as an
asslatant chibel of the McCoaoh Als Fosce
Bawe Fire Depariment in Mebrashs

Aler his discharge in 1995, Tom
r-.ﬂ'.l-t'-d the Lios |'"|IIIJ|.'|k"- f'lunll.; Calilos
nia Fire Dwpastment, whene he served 26
AR, .ﬂ‘l ] n{"n;l'.n:rl

T|'|.' last |H BhATE ol Toms LA
County coed wete Spni ol Saton T41.
where he commanded an engine and
rescue g, The rescue rgs the counby was
then LR T Ml msitedd o the :.3.5_. aficd
rumbersnme o handle, so Tom :||.'I-l|_!||l|'||
a narw unid fo fif the pob. Those rigs have
proven (o be real work horses that ane still
im heavy i in LA County and bécams
weell knowmn a3 Mescue 51 of the TV series
‘EMERGENCY

You won tlind & madel of Hescue 51
in Tom's collecton and ke hasn't buil

e
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ari, Despite ity historical significance. he
says B by “pust & bax — greal foe the job i
does, bul mol mech D inspire a mendiel

Becauss of @dignssve ol OVersers
Tom became 4 lon o |_.\,.|.|||..-.1|| T
parabut Gowepn Ar | wad insfrurmsental 6
bringing the rear-mounted aenal ladder
ruck and Siosr  hoss |||l|r|::|'|!:| el
America

I has lelm lor a bong Hme thast
Addnican e 6f Suih b bl I.'-.r\gui and
hoaver Buan necesary and e ks l.ulr'lnl'l-g
Of designs |,-.I|'.|'- HTE] Ell.'ll[h”l.'l chaassly
and Amercan shyle pump and hose
bodies that will produce smaller, better
handliing rigs that will do the same ol
Divee of thass CERNNE, & PUmipssr using &
British Bediond chasals has been
madeded and s in his collecton

These designs are nod just fsghits of
[any they are well though owt and
et on sound principles thal apparatus
bullders would be wize 1o lake s ciowe

ok ad

Retirement from Los Angeles Counity
CA&TE | |'+.-"| |1'|-| hae and his -|.ll.-|'!|.. (LS T
¢ mowed up o sheller Cove o h“"g:'l
[0} amother career as Chisd of thelr fire
department, whene he has taloen a group
of veunsaers and turned them imlo a waell
trained fire Bightng and rescue force
using four fire trecks that. like Tom, ane in
niew careers after long sendice in ofher
degrariimenis

Thae same ENETgY Tom has pui nto
the fire service, has alvo gore nto Inis
b, He Fas béin & [lll::l:‘!l\.' buillder
|,|r|u|l_||_|‘||z 21001 [LTTIRETS 9 serialy and
25 special units for cusiomers that include
fiellorw modelers and B bulls, e depart
rapnde,  spparabus manufacturers, muss
Lms L-.-!ll_r'\"rh andd even bor sl B COun
%S

Alhough be builds in any scale, Tom
prelers 1732 and his personal coskecson

s enbireby 1732, escepl lor ond 1715
gcale boauhy. A fadl dainclng suppiy of
tha odd Aurora American LaFrance purr

por kits has provded wheels, tires and

many basic pails



A TEPS Arvastioan LaFrars

Onrer the years Tom has bl up & Be
o Blue painis |'|h.||.;|:. and bBooks on ap
PATARES 50 Thal mo maler Wil propsct bz
Lakes Of, had will have some Inlomation
on il
'l.'i..'l‘:q,':l |||:-\3||_‘|q'_" |'||_' At O I'I'.l.q.'.l_'.
(L0 ki primls. efher factony o sl
mrade . scales them dosam and starts with a
r|1||u'_ iwt Bhe the manulacteer would
Tha cab comes naut, [ollowsd by the
v, all the munning

truchk body and hs
Squipmend
Fainting I done with aulomoive
lacquers, with enamel for the striping am
lirtii Tiel} whikch Tom does by hand

|| CAaR Al T s

Tom's owen collection s divided inkc
twen sectors, the fost being a hstorca
collection ol &9 American igs ol Yarous
sges, types and manulscture, and 3]
forelgn fre frucks

All ol thase ane stalie mcdels hal af
proudhy lined up on the shelves of we
hiage ||'h|"||.'|.'. s, a 1/32 scale histony

b liie & &

The second part of e collection s
where Tom has advanced his hebby e
b art 1OFTm |' LA -'I|:||,|'|'I|.' Jalal b m.-!:n.
depanment 1of the mythscal ciby of Lisna

Blesch, bchsd iy M pumspers 1 Lacldes

tracki, 2 reserve pumpers, | how
der, 2 foam uniis, 2 sirport crash mucks,
2 fire boats. 3 medic ambulances, 2 sup
por! @nits, o lire s2aons and o drl Toser

Luna Beach 15 truly a model e

PR T n el pudl BN il Bt in
e peARnninGg behind . A laroe map ol
|_l.||.'l EL“.ﬂl'l bas all
with resdential and indusirial arcas, a
waterfront, abport, freeweys. schools,
|":'.||I.1|' i et -"..'.'Il.."'|'|||'|-_:| o]
xd map In

hi sireets bald out,

iy .|_||.:. ST 10 S Of 8 |||.
A lre |'.|_'.l\.-:'.|.|||.|'| e

I city I8 broken intd live lire dis
fricts, Wil each disfrict containing a
model Fre station and the aguipment
necesmary for the hazards in that district

Each model fire rig serves a particular
purpessi and reflects Tom's ideas and in
novasors, Just as would be the case ina

= Chave ical Diemne:

CES et waiee iower, mounisd on & 189% Amaescan
LaFimmnoy chassia

=

el :

Lund Baach Assciun B i TET Mack ME wilh sveryifing cpened 1o ahow the groal
i di
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A T WirD LEFTENGE DoMpad, 350 & TS PIECE T I ErnaCioaal mini-puemper

real depariman!, apparaius 5 replaced a
i Spes Oof A% T MERCS |'|'||I.'|-_.||' Ths
replaced apparabius then goes Inho reserv
service anal the resove tigs which e
replaced ane s

All the e siations are landscaped

A QT Al -.hl-. Aard e ‘!'||'..' frar

15 s
Al the Luna Boach fire truchks hawve
alweeranle wheels Bl lad ders bt

OfsTA e smparimend doors opsn tha
compartments [illed with all the equip
menit im scale, Many have removabde cakb
Eops 10 betier display tulby detailed cab in
BeriGre

Luria Beach i a rermarkable mode Ligna Bapch Truck 83 ig 3 Y872 Crown gquad wiifh P00l serial IS
ing acotmplithmenl oofmbifihg &rtsi
abiy, techrical knowledge, and mam,
ears ol ERETNTICE H thi .":|.' SV
Another facinabng aspect of Tom's

son B how it |||.I'._.1"\. over  Ehi
W ars Many of the models have hed b
ile or makor I‘l.'|.'|l2||"\1 Oeimg i ‘..ﬂ.\ OF par
tlaly rebuilt or just repainted and me
letterod

There &fé sveial modeE ire rg
budders whose work 8 comgsacnlee on a
ong 1o Ofe e, el ||l||l-':-!q, [T i
malchi theé overall acoomp whrmsents ol
Torn Shauers b & the master of the
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