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ool the Lonn Beoach Fire Dept. fs this
L™ wnorkel om w Firtmand rowa. Fire
Fwnfn. rhemival fogines, Tae ivagasi,

Feariies, [omm sagons, eroals freeks smd water

toicers wre ol in Chief Tom Showee's
JrarianliErT.




Anyone for

By PHIL GLICKMAN

“:' HE% TR SIEANTRS wigns ol the log
EBoak &t Emgane Company 3 i\
Paramosinl. Californca amd heads for his
Relilower home, Fe loies afe sdembily
amd mssnmes another

Ome minuie be's Captain Tom  Show-
gre, weteran fire officer of 20 yewry werv.
e with the Los Anpeles County Fire
Depil the next, he's Chiel Tem
Showers of the Lurs Beach Fire Depari-
alay |

This Jdual life has boch poiig o Toe
more than fen s rior
Chilel Frpineer Keith Klinper, doesn™
mied & bit, In fsct, he samsclans 1kis
‘maondighting™ on Shower’s par

Firss, let™s take & look a1 Luna Heach:

TNk RHY peuis, Ades: Epprox

-

b sfuane imiles

yvears and his

Foguilation
ity
Fowir fire wialiomns serve the comnma

mity with 15 pieces of apparahes., fowr fre

“Captain and “eagineer™ divas “aif
leakage™ on Engine @1 af the Luna
Regeh Siaiiom #71

This IO5R Fowd pump chacsis is o

modlel of & rig Chief Showess found
dim the ."':rlllr. M adlamal.

pREveniboen amd service cars, and one fire

haonl
Therp

cands

s mare han &0 “raamEiag
in the sipral office

Rusnisg cards™ denale fire akarm bax
locutions amd reflect the harards of the
ares which determinge the number  amd

ivpes of Tifg appafais thal respond 10

sy alarm
Showery iv a0 rexpofdible [oFr the

a SMALL Fire?

Luna Beach hoydramt sysiem, signal amsd
gleciricnl deparimeris and its personnel

l.aima Pesch g oypical citv: indumtrial
ircas, WOrfMEES tanks CORLaRnETRE hxrardous
el wolanle lgands and passes. commer-
=inl aml BiReEnesd disirdls. reudentonl nmal
3 harkar anca

The kiggesi problem g0 the readers of

thiz amicle . luna Resch cam mob be

fowund on aey map. Ity mythical. Bul




London Fire Brigade Deanii Fump=Eicepe i an exael res
prod weiton of ihe actnal rig.

Iom Sbowers Bn And the egiunpmen)
ihnt poes o servies the lire pecteciion
necild of [ima Reseh sre real too. anlly
wiled 558 ach o 1 Mool

Shiovwers mdmils that he's like a letber
carmier who, on his dayvs off likes 10 inke
walks. “Tve always been imeresied |n
Mirefighting.™ he sa&d md maode] maling
il sesimed W Dol im well my oh”

Showers fiest began his fiselighiong ca
reEr 0 ke Army whale slalsened i Ha
whin an 1540, He was 5 imilitary [ie chacl
wliwri Peadl Hairlsst was affocked en De
1944

Bl he prefers 1o tslk more abowr his
moxdels. Me beran builiing mode]l e
squpmend (m 1%, and 1o dile had coam

pleicd more than 200, Types and ving-

sember 7

ey arg Ieoam Ihee hapd drawn pusps of
I'T40F m Bhg meost modern pumpers and
snarkels” of 1965 Fire boats, chemical
shigines.  hone  wapons, rescwues, foam
wapnni, crash ftracks and walEr (owers

ire all mepresented in Toms aody snd

hlmaoal #very many sauffociorer al
can fefe €Gi IpeiTeEny ad FEpr ot iied
seaprave. Abrers-Fox, Crows, Amecrican
La France. Ma:k. Pissch. Imrernational

The entigiae fiee helmet arcents 1his
PHMY dmcikeoy Stenmier on o [P0
SHEEraTe fraafier,

P i

Esrape ladder manmta the rear of thia parm per amil Sam eF-

ily be moved into position amd eviended.




i true classle im dmerican [lre fighting
[ DL ey T L phiz J9Z22 dkreai-Fox
Fumper.

i far erv from the rickahasr s the

Showers' perihon of the Japaness [0
Mordia temder.

Finfohdng touches are odded o @ re i

car af @ Lisa Angeles F LY, pumper b
Shmrera.

Every detaidl on this Morita pamp-hose
fender has bewen amihemideally

Foper vl e iy % hrnirera.
MAY 1505



thne of San Francisco's finest was this 1939 dherns-Foax 85 ji. derinl,

Ford Cheviolet elc. And  foreign oo
After a recenl irip to Europe, Tom be-
Ean 1o connst engines and perial treeks

of Mapgirus, Moercedes, Auatin, Dénnis
apdl Meir mamifssiure, Fyen o Tapanese
g i cimantive Morita pumper and

hosg-temder combination

Tom begims every model by measuring
the aciual engine. If he can’t get to the
pieee of equipement, he has the use af
manclacturer's Bluspriai

Hiv 35 mm camera caplutes close-ups
of door handles. city emblems, head-
leghts, pump control panels and the mani-
fwld deinils that =re so distimciive o each
ergine

Brsic mnaterizls for bl mosdels inelaide
sheet basawopd, alumdaum  and  beass
tubimp, plastic in tube and sheet form
are utilined extensively and bar siock of
alumimem fow urning oul bells amd sirens
on his jewebr's Inthe

Wheelh are alwsve 5 problem and Tom
uwsally purchases commercial kits 1o ob-
tain them. But sleratbons are common-
place. You cas't have a wheel with six
lugs when the actuwsl masde]l has néne,
can youT

ColoF = importand . . . very imporiani
with Showers. Besides the traditioral red,
many cities Bave oolor schemes that
would shock Pablo Picasso, Charireass is
the “wild” oodor of o acnial ledder in
hiv enlleciion. and can ary vellow i ihere
o, Deep burgundy neddizhpurple i the
coaling for an up=state New York pump-
ef. Whie s fast becoming s popolar

Spwnal bng i [rosi of rhe cases that
Fyavii s Pevanal uj hids l'r.ffrrﬂurr.. .'“nl.mr"
diliplaya one of hii ciirrenl profecls, a

fully equipped fire boat.

&8

oolor among fire services in the United
States. In fact, Luna Beach's departmeni
has all while rigs.

When Showers completes & owadel
there's '|nlu‘.'|:|'|.' 1D 1 D50 lwowr labhor in
violved nod coupling research

O the 200 models that he has bail
only 75 remamn in his stody, tocked meat-
Iy behind dliding plass doors in coses thal
rim ibe room. Oihers have been Eived
to friemds, donsied e museunme. and oc-
casionally sold fo connoimeurs of the
master mdel malers art. In one cormer
of the sody & fourdiered cabinet holds
the Luma Beach Fire Department — the
headguarters bailding and thees outlving
slafions are ||n|,'||:}'u:\-|] The 1nleriors are
lit and the three-inch blankets tscked in

the beds of the darmitory pives omne an
eery feelEng that Gulliver must have ex-
perenced whea gamng into Lillipuwtian
culbages,

In a custom Ir&Rsprase it luers cadc o
one of ke cabineti s a perfect model of
L.A. County Engine #11, & 1958 Croan
Pumper and an exacl miniatare duplicate
of 1he efgine Showers commands.

“I's for my nephew in Copenhagen,”
he said, *We're," he paused, looked at
his wife Lisa and ook her hand, “poing
back mext wear, and | wan! him 10 e
what our engines are like.”

| adked, "Are you recrudling for ihe
LoA. Cowntly Fire Deparimem T

He winked. "Owce a firemas, always
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Shawers checks a airen for ad fus st

am an arrial ledder lrack ot Luna
lieach #F.

Hydrmplic lifi Garfer water foicer Dl
i IS By ihie Lo A, some muslaoriped
im TR15. Adetusl rig is stilll im working
O T T

The fouwr Lune Hewch five sdeffons are Basiawead aviv gk This Madel *“ 4" iz @ combingtion § |'||'.-|I'|. rar amd
sty deslgned alisl [, rlhrmical lank.
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