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no big deal

... Just the World's Smallest, Running Production Model V8

By John Baechtel

Gan.- Conlay approacheas hot
rodding on a small scale—
ona-quartér scale o ba axacl. His mini-
ahuwe small-piock engines ane the
worid's smallesl, running produsction
VBs. Based on a small-block Chewy V8,
mese amazing bttle engines are de-
signad for the sanous hobbiest Thay
are usad cheadly in radso-controded
model race cars and hydroplangs, and
thera are even a few enthusasts who
hawe them usl 50 thay can firg them
up on 1he coffes table for the amusa-
mspnd of their guests. Bul as Gary
guickly points oul, these are thoroughly
anginaarad scals parformance angines
nol loys. The fact thal he's selkng a ol
of iham al nearly 51700 apseca indi-
cates he level ol gquality and pariarm.

anca thay olar ior people knowlacge.
gble in such maiters

And they are tnck! With a 101al dis-
placemant of 1.53 cubst nchas (282c),
each enging waighs & poundcs and puls
oul approximataly 1'2 hp. The oparat-
ing range is 2000-2500 mpm, with a
broad torgue band and the bes! sound-
Ing dubausl role Since gGlASE DACKE
werg in yogue, The bore and stroks
both maasure Y4 inch, and thg short-
block faatures a ball beanng crank-
shatl, alumenum rods. waler-cooked -
inder hnars, and an axact duphcata of
a Chevrolol perfarmance camshall
The block and cylendes heads arg alu
manym. and 1he minsalurg valealrisd M
smaoiher than the ingst Swes walch
Mramnl

Conilgy Degan designing and con-

structng his engenas moda than thrao
wears ago, and Fom the wery firs] unil
té bas never had a component fasure
Thay're remarkably durable and come
in all sizes. VWhile the Vs are the most
popular model, Gary also bulds V3,
W4, and V& angings, and ha 5 cummently
working on a one-quarier scake Fesran
V12 Demand s &0 greal thal he has
= up A producton line (GL Conley
Enginparing, 825 Duang St. Glan Ellyn,
IL B0137. 312/858-3180) and hered
ong of his hormer students, Scall Hy-
land, 1o men it 80 hé can concantrale
On Cesigning mong engines and, yas,
even spood ogupment Tike tha lorth
coming Roots-typa suparchargar for
WhS

All of thase engings un on mod
airplana fuel with 20 percent oil and
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nobig deal

10-20 parcant nitro. Single and dual
carburetor varsions Bolh use model are-
plana carburetors on tunndgd ram mani-
folds. Ignition is via glow plugs which
arg battery powered at low rpm; tha
RGN FUnS on Compression along §l
high rpm. Like any racing engine, peri-
adic ol changas and vako adjustments
are required, bul hay, that's par of the
fun. I woulda't be hot rodding | you
couldn’t fune it Irom Bma 1o ime.

Lk arry ol rodides, Gary can'l ieave
widl enough along. Ha's continelby
coming up with new deas and vehsclos
o chsplay the mants of his scale per.
formance anginas. In addtion o the
Champ Car $hown hene, he has aiso
Busill his g hydroplane, & V4-powered
off-road truck for chasing the dog
ground the backyard, and a VE-pow-
ered Word of Outiaws sprinter. His
nexd pecpect & goeng 1o be a one-guar-
ter scale "32 highboy roadsier for dis-
play al the HOT RDD Super Mationals,
Gary Is willing 1o tackla any model en.
Qg bushding requesl, and = already
looking inio building scale varsions of
some of Detroll's new 4-cylindar
poworplanis. Although he doas his hal
rodding in & small way, the resulls are
unigue and guaranioed io please any
hot rodder’s sensa of technologecal -
nesze. Right on, Gary, me
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At firet glance this might look ke
the sngine fecilities of the Gary
m”'“m'ﬂmmﬂ
but it's setusily » portion of the
Canley Engineering engine conter.




dary's Champ car illusiraies a typl
cal instaiiation. Note the radistor,

fan, and crank-driven aluminum wa-
ter pump. And how aboul those

Products,
Wedge-shaped combustion chambers Garner Valley, Box 257, ML Canter,
feature sgual-size valves and angled CA X811, (T14) 859-2774.
spark plug entry. The valves and
valve seals are hardenad o proamoile
longer seat iife.
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